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Abstract
Development is a fundamental issue that has raised concern in many countries including both developed countries and the third world countries. Third world countries have been analyzed by several scholars to determine whether there is developmental progress or not. The paper mainly focuses on the thesis statement that is presented by Steven Radelet. Steven believed that there is a dramatic development in third world countries, an issue that has taken any individuals back to research so that they can establish the credibility of this assertion. The paper has also investigated the work of Paul Collier on his book Bottom Billion. It is important to discuss several developmental issues to determine the coherence of information. The paper has further considered the dramatic advance in developing states that includes income, democracy, and governance, health, poverty and education. Moreover, the paper has investigated the reasons why developing countries are likely to enjoy high living standards.
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Dramatic Advances in Development in Third World Countries
 Development is a term that has several versions of definitions. In simple terms, development can be characterized by different features such as an increase in the people's living standards and relative or permanent change in structures within an organization among other indicators. Developing countries comprises of states that have a middle-income economy. These are states that have not fully attained both levels of development that ranges from social, political, and economic development (Blaikie, 2016). Generally, these countries are known as the third world since they occupy that position regarding development. It is commonly known that the majority of the third world countries are from African continents because they are categorized as countries that had a stagnant form of development. It is true that the third world does entail not only African countries but also Asian and some Latin America states. Examples of the renowned scholars who have made a lot of contribution in evaluating development in third world countries include Steven Radelet and Paul Collier among other personalities. Paul Collier tried to explore the reasons why most developing countries are consistently moving down the scale of development and appropriate measures that can be taken to address this issues. Moreover, Steven Radelet explains some of the advances that developing countries made in promoting developmental agenda. The paper is generally analyzing Steven Radelet’s thesis that is concerned with the dramatic progress that many third world countries have made in promoting development since the 1990s.  
The Great Surge is a helpful book that provides a lot of information concerning the developmental issues that are observed in the third world countries. Radelet (2015) asserts that the world has improved its economic status more than as it was during the past centuries. Radelet's thesis on development advances in third world states has made him receive a lot of credit because many people value his work as the best milestone to development. Moreover, the book has also been acknowledged because it is highly captivating. For instance, individuals from the third world countries feel that this book is suitable for promoting hope and spirit of development among the entire population of the country. It means that through Radelet’s work, developing countries have become pessimistic even though some dangers or disasters are still dominating these countries. Many developing countries are currently witnessing global change that is characterized by too much progress (Radelet, 2015). Third world countries have designed some of the strategies that can promote sustainable development. It means that the main reason for economic advancement in the developing countries is because the leaders among other investors rethink their thoughts to establish an excellent economic status in both present and future perspective.
The Bottom Billion is another book that analyzes the developmental issues in the third world countries. In this book, Paul Collier puts some of the information that relates to Steven's ideas concerning development. Some of the third world countries that have shown positive and retained growth and development are likely to have used Paul Collier's findings. For instance, Paul Collier argues that specific challenges like conflicts or wars, ignorance and plagues make it difficult for a country to develop hence contributes to the economic depression of a state. On the other hand, some of this countries are developing at a faster speed as compared to others. All these is because different factors promote development. All states were poor at one point, the only thing that marked the difference was the efforts made to advance the developmental agenda (Collier, 2008). For example, Asian Tigers are the best example of countries that are experiencing massive development because of the hard work and persistence. These countries include Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore, and South Korea. It is obvious that all of these states were involved in the world wars and they experienced a significant economic depression that marked poor development. All these imply that third world countries that are witnessing massive development have adopted affirmative and functional policies that runs across all sectors of development hence progress is enhanced in totality.
 	It is now being observed that some of the third world countries are now making their way out of poverty. Even though they are making several efforts in abolishing poverty, some of these countries are still stuck. The nature of stagnation can be connected to retrogressive policies that exists in such countries (Radelet, 2015). It therefore implies that poverty is not a trap because if it could be, all countries of the world would remain to be underdeveloped. It means that there are ladders that some developing countries are using to promote transformation in the society. Since 1990s the total population in the developing countries that is said to have been rescued from poverty is estimated to be around one billion. Enormous development is being seen at this time in several states. At the earlier periods, there were only limited individuals who had progressed in life as compared to the current situation. There are some developing countries that are exceptional from development, and this does not assert that development is limited in third world countries.
Dramatic Advances in Development in Third World Countries
Dramatic advances in development in third world countries include all indicators of rapid development that takes place in third world countries across the globe. These indicators are symbols that mark the nature of progressiveness in particular countries. The onset of these dramatic advances can be traced back in the 1960s when some of the developing states began to increase their efforts towards attaining set developmental goals (Radelet, 2015). Some of the developing countries that pioneered such progress include nations in Asia and other countries in Africa such as Botswana. All these set an excellent example to other third world countries because some were able to borrow their developmental policies hence portrayed development. Moreover, countries like China was able to record rapid development from 1980 thus ensuring broader changes that were also being reflected in other countries. From the 1990s there was a significant acceleration of development in third world countries because many developing countries started to show their powers in the form of economic prosperity among other advancements (Radelet, 2015). These dramatic advances include a reduction in the poverty index, changes in the health sector, improvement in education, income, promotion of democracy, governance among other progress. These developmental indicators are the significant points propagated or supported by Steven Radelet.  
Poverty:
In simple terms, poverty involves a state whereby an individual lacks a particular possession that is essential in life. Similarly, poverty can be coined to a condition in which a person is living below a dollar on a daily basis (Lewis, 2017). Their rate of poverty in third world countries is declining. There has been a massive difference in poverty levels in developing countries between 1993 to date. For example, the reports conducted by World Bank shows that the in 1993 the approximated population that lived in extreme destitute condition was around two billion. It implied that these individuals were unable to spend more than one dollar in a day. There has been progressing because the number of people who cannot afford necessities has severely declined by 2011 (Radelet, 2015). Many countries in sub-Saharan Africa are indeed experiencing a reduction in poverty. China has been acknowledging as one of the developing countries that have demonstrated the aspect of development and actual transformation in all of the sectors of production. Even though there is a decline in poverty in developing countries, there is no uniformity in this improvement because there are some states that are still experiencing high poverty levels. For example, Somalia is one of the African countries that is characterized by a high poverty level because of several revolts and civil wars that are being caused by militia groups such as Alshabaab. 
Health:
	Health is another indicator of development in third world countries. Some of the states have established good infrastructures that have contributed to good health (World Bank Group, 2014). Most developing countries are in partnership with some international organization that has helped in the creation of health facilities. One of the health organization is the World Health Organization that has dramatically supported African countries in enhancing proper health programs. For example, Kenya is one of the African countries that has demonstrated progress in the health sector. For example, the Kenyan government has been leading in promoting campaigns for better healthcare. Several organizations are established in African countries with the aim of improving health programs. For example, Kenya has the National Hospital Insurance Fund that helps individuals to seek health care services affordable. These health insurance companies also show that insurance cover is now available in developing states like Kenya. All these marks a similarity in the health sector in developing countries and developed countries. For instance, in the United States of America, Obama care was established to instill healthy programs in the country.   
Education:
	Many developing countries have moved several steps ahead regarding the provision of quality education. The quality of education in some African countries cannot be questioned because of good education systems (World Bank Group, 2014). For example, Kenya is one of the developing countries in Africa that has adopted a good education system. Several learning institutions are being recognized globally. For instance, The University of Nairobi is known as a world-class institution that admits both students from within and outside the continent. All these depict an essence of improvement in the field of education. 
Income:
Income is another measure of development in the third world counties. The rate of income redistribution in these developing countries was initially retrogressive, but currently, they are progressive. Many individuals have secured employment opportunities in varied sectors of production hence increasing the level of income that very individual accumulates. The improvement in income earned is being reflected in the Gross Domestic Product and National Income of these African Countries. For instance, in 217, developing countries like Equatorial Guinean, Seychelles, Botswana, and Gabon reported an increase in National income and GDP hence proving that there is development in third world countries (World Bank Group, 2014). 
	
Democracy and Governance:
Another aspect of development in third world countries is in the area of leadership and governance. Initially, African countries were in the hands of dictators. For example, In Uganda, Amin Dada was recognized for his dictatorship regime that was marked by poor leadership skills and strategies. There has been progressing in the field of leadership because these dictators are currently replaced by appropriate leaders. For example, Libya that was once ruled by a dictator Muhammad Gaddafi has experienced some transformations because there are more responsible leaders who took over leadership (Radelet, 2015). On the other hand, there are changes in a democracy. Many African countries are practicing democracy because citizens are being given the opportunity to elect leaders of their choice and to contribute to developmental activities. In 1982, Kenya became a one-party state because the regime of president Moi terminated other parties. The political pluralism or multiparty was restored in Kenya, and other African countries hence showing progress in the democratic arena. 
What Are The Main Reasons He Gives For This Increase In The Living Standards Of People In Developing Nations?
Steven Radelet’s thesis has argued on several reasons that are attributed to the increased living standard of people in developing countries. In his work, he has suggested that developing countries have made progressive development in poverty reduction, increased income, improved healthcare, embracing democracy and reducing the issues of conflicts which to some extent can lead to political instability. 
He has argued about globalization in developing countries. In his argument, he supports that globalization has created massive opportunities that help the growth of the economy (Radelet, 2015). Globalization is one of the best ways in which the developing nations have realized the proper flow of trade, information, an improvement in investment.
Besides through globalization, the developing nations enjoy the technology which has created more job opportunities and as such the living standard of people is improved (Radelet, 2015). In real sense, the governments in those developing nations have learnt from the past mistakes and experience. This has made them to get better when it comes to the management of any form of inevitable downturns. The global integration has made developing countries to be better placed when it comes to technology which is being used by developed nations. 
The new leadership strategies in third world countries have contributed to the improved living standard. In his arguments, Steven argues that developing countries are having good leaders in various sectors such as religion, politics, and businesses and within the civil society. All these leaders are subject to the onset of the forge to a profound change in developing countries. He adds that the stepping forward of the courageous leaders like the late Nelson Mandela in South Africa makes the developing countries to keep on progressing regarding economic growth. However, the issue of dictatorship in countries like Zimbabwe stands to be a severe obstacle regarding development (Radelet, 2015). The states are trying to replace dictatorial leadership with democratic ones and also, authoritarianism to some extent has given way to accountability.
Different leaders in developing counties have tried turning stagnation of economy into a resurgence. People in these countries have despair which has been replaced by hope (Radelet, 2015). This means that people are living with confidence, by hoping that they can live peacefully with their neighbors and this has reduced the issues of civil wars and any other form of insecurity. Therefore, the current leaders in such countries are focusing on making their economies to be more comprehensive. Significant investment is made on educational whereby children can go to school and acquire a decent education.
The countries also have invested health sectors whereby people are enjoying handsomely good healthcare and has proved positively to improved living standards in the third world countries (Radelet, 2015). Besides, the leaders have made an effort in expanding more opportunities for females. Mostly, most developing countries have leaders who have embraced the strengthening democracy as well as the rule of law in developing countries. By spreading democracy, developing countries have promoted international peace hence reducing conflict and war. Through democracy, countries have been able to prevent massive effects of famine. Therefore spreading democracy is the best way in which developing countries have fostered economic development which has led to improved living standard. Democracy has helped developing countries in reducing any issue of threat to the political stability. Leaders are focusing on transforming the societies through democracy. There has been improved living standards in developing nations is the efforts of leaders in sustaining the progress of economic development which has led to creation of job opportunities and increased income. These leaders have tried to reduce the countries dependences on the natural resources since such resources get exhausted with time which has resulted to the reduced poverty.
Do You Agree or Disagree With His Analysis? Why? Be Detailed In Your Reasoning. 
I totally agree with the analysis of Steven Radelet”s. The main reason why I agree with this kind of analysis is because, a lot of information that is being exposed by Radelet is very authentic and can be supported by concrete evidence. For example, the developmental progress can be seen with the naked eyes since the structures are tangible and visible. Moreover, the analysis has been supported by supported by several organizations like United Nations that has kept several records that tracks the advancement in the third world countries.   
To conclude, Steven Radelet’s thesis statement is very relevant and comprises of crucial elements that exists in developing countries. It is indeed clear that there is progress in education, heath, democracy and governance, income and even advancement in technology. All these changes has led to increase in the living standards in many third world countries. 
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